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Available until 12/31/2026

Presenters: 
Kate Hutcheson, PhD, SLP (MDA) 
F. Chris Holsinger, MD (Stanford)
Heather Starmer, PhD (Standford)
Yue Ma, MD (UCSF)
Jack Fu, MD (MDA)
 Anastasios Maniakas (MDA) - panelist
Liane McCarroll, SLP (MDA) - panelist

Instruction Level: Intermediate

Course Structure: 
This course is offered in live, virtual (online) format. 

Course Date/Time:
Wednesday, May 27, 2025 at 11:30 CT 11:30am – 1:00pm CST

Course Description: 
This course will focus on fundamentals of examination of the head and neck cancer patient from a multidisciplinary perspective. Examination considerations will bridge the care continuum from newly diagnosed head and neck cancer to long-term survivors suffering late effects of therapy. Multidisciplinary faculty will detail the “every patient, every time” elements of the examination in their disciplines - including head and neck surgery, speech pathology, laryngology, and physical medicine and rehabilitation. After reviewing each specialty’s core examination features, the multidisciplinary panel will apply these algorithms to common clinical referrals in head and neck oncology. The content is structured for oncology specialized speech pathology participants.    

Course Outcomes:
Participants will be able to:
1. Describe similarities and differences across disciplines in exams for patients with head and neck cancer. 
1. As a result of this activity, the participant will be able to integrate fundamental assessments into their clinical examination for patient with Head and Neck Cancer. 
1. As a result of this activity the participant will be able to determine appropriate recommended referrals when faced with newly diagnosed and long- term survivors of Head and Neck Cancer.

Time-Ordered Agenda

11:30 am – Introduction
11:35 am – Every patient, every time: the HN surgeon - F. Chris Holsinger, MD
11:50 am – Every patient, every time: the SLP - Heather Starmer, PhD
12:05 pm – Every patient, every time: the Laryngologist - Yue Ma, MD
12:20 pm – Every patient, every time: the Physiatrist - Jack Fu, MD
12:35 pm – Moderated Panel All Faculty - Kate Hutcheson, PhD, SLP

No partial credit will be given for this course.

Completion Requirements: 
In order to receive ASHA CEUs, you must complete the following— 
1. Watch the webinar in full 
2. Complete a post-course evaluation and survey upon completion 
3. The post course evaluation will be a self-assessment of learned knowledge. 

Link to Post-Course Evaluation

Policies: Please see home page

Course Disclosures: 
Content: N/A
Financial/In-kind support: ATOS Medical – unrestricted education grant

This course is offered for 0.15 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area).

Bios/Disclosures: 

Dr. Kate Hutcheson
Dr. Kate Hutcheson is a tenured Professor and Deputy Director of Clinical Research in the Department of Head and Neck Surgery with dual appointment in the Division of Radiation Oncology at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. She serves as Section Chief and Research Director for the Section of Speech Pathology and Audiology. Dr. Hutcheson is a certified speech-language pathologist practicing in oncology for 20 years, a Board Certified Specialist in Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders (BCS-S), and holds a Doctorate Degree in Epidemiology. She leads an internationally recognized, extramurally funded clinical research program. She has authored over 175 journal articles with funding support from the National Institutes of Health, Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute, the MD Anderson Institutional Research Grant Award program, and the CPRIT UT Health Innovation Training Program. She is an Associated Editor for the Head and Neck and Dysphagia journals. She is a passionate clinician and educator who lectures nationally and internationally on radiation associated dysphagia and head and neck cancer rehabilitation. 

Disclosures: 
Dr. Hutcheson receives research funding from the National Institutes of Health/National Cancer Institute (R01CA271223, R01CA273984), Patient Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI 1609-36195), the MD Anderson Institutional Research Grant Program, and Atos Medical. Unrestricted Educational Grant outside this Program from Atos Medical. Developer and PI of the DIGEST method. Dr. Hutcheson receives no royalties or personal fees related to this DIGEST content.


F. Chris Holsinger, MD
Dr. Chris Holsinger is Professor of Head and Neck Surgery at Stanford University.

Disclosures: 
Dr. Holsinger is employed by Stanford University and receives a salary. He has no relevant financial relationships to disclose.


Heather M. Starmer, PhD, CCC-SLP; BCS-S
Heather Starmer PhD is a Clinical Professor in the Department of Otolaryngology, Head & Neck Surgery at Stanford University and the Director of Head and Neck Speech and Swallowing Rehabilitation at the Stanford Cancer Center.  She is a Board- Certified Specialist in Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders and a Fellow of the American Speech Language Hearing Association.  Her clinical and research interests include the prevention and rehabilitation of communication and swallowing disorders associated with head and neck cancer.

Disclosures:
Dr. Starmer is employed by Stanford University and receives a salary. She serves as a Board Member for HNCA, and Co-chair Survivorship, Rehabilitation, and Supportive Care section for AHNS


Jack B. Fu, MD
Jack B. Fu, MD is a physiatrist and Professor in the Department of Palliative, Rehabilitation & Integrative Medicine at MD Anderson Cancer Center and Adjunct Professor in the Department of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation at the University of Texas-Houston, McGovern Medical School.  He also serves as PM&R Clinic Medical Director and PM&R Patient Safety Quality Officer at MD Anderson.
 
Dr. Fu completed his PM&R and Brain Injury Medicine Fellowship training at the University of Texas – Houston McGovern Medical School and TIRR-Memorial Hermann.  He is board certified in Brain Injury Medicine and PM&R.  He has been practicing at MD Anderson for 19 years and sees exclusively cancer patients including acute inpatient rehabilitation and outpatient clinic.  
 
Dr. Fu has published numerous peer-reviewed original journal articles and book chapters, as well as given many lectures at national and international conferences.  He is one of the most academically active cancer rehabilitation physiatrists in the world.  


Disclosures:
Dr. Fu is employed by UT MD Anderson Cancer Center and receives a salary. He has no relevant non-financial or financial relationships to disclose.

Yue Ma, MD 
Dr. Yue Ma is an otolaryngologist who cares for patients with voice, airway and swallowing disorders. She takes a multidisciplinary approach, working with speech-language pathologists, swallowing specialists and other relevant care providers, and is passionate about helping patients understand their conditions.

Disclosures: 
Dr. Ma is employed by UCSF and receives a salary. She has no relevant non-financial relationships to disclose. 


Anastasios Maniakas, MD 
Dr. Maniakas is an Assistant Professor, Tenure Track, in the Department of Head and Neck Surgery at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.

Disclosures: 
Dr. Maniakas is employed by UT MD Anderson Cancer Center and receives a salary. He has no relevant non-financial relationships to disclose.


Liane McCarroll, MS, CCC-SLP
Ms. Sagan is a Senior Speech –Language Pathologist employed by UT MD Anderson Cancer Center and receives a salary. She has no relevant non-financial relationships to disclose
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